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MEDIA RELEASE, 17 November, 2009
WILDLIFE GROUPS CALL FOR INQUIRY INTO KANGAROO KILLINGS
Wildlife groups are calling for an inquiry into the slaughter of half a million kangaroos in Victoria by farmers since 1999.
Landholders in Victoria are being given permits to kill tens of thousands of protected kangaroos every year, even in good seasons and in areas not affected by drought. This is despite research showing that kangaroos do not compete with stock for pasture. Kangaroos are also being shot without proper assessment of population numbers, locally or regionally, putting them at risk of local and regional extinction.

In recent cases, local residents were devastated to discover that permits has been given to kill the equivalent of the total population of kangaroos in Colac, Gippsland, and Bendigo, causing a public outcry for the unjustified and brutal killing of protected native wildlife. Colac resident Carola Anstis and East Gippsland resident Valerie Hickey, recently had to stand by and watch as their local kangaroos were shot by local farmers. 

“Why permits to kill kangaroos in the Marlo area (East Gippsland) are being given, is beyond comprehension. The land here where sheep and cattle graze is in excellent condition, and unaffected by drought.  Kangaroos are not abundant in this area, and pose no threat to stock pasture. The DSE and farmers have a long association, and I believe the DSE feels obliged to comply with farmers wishes. This issue could be addressed if DSE provided farmers with accurate facts about our wildlife and the current research about their positive co existence”, said Valerie Hickey.

Carola Anstis is equally disturbed by the current situation and the destruction of kangaroos that live at her wildlife sanctuary.

"With regard to my particular case, and recent permits to kill kangaroos on my neighbours property, no assessment was made of the property with regard to pasture improvement and carrying capacity to determine whether in fact there is direct competition for food. No assessment was made as to whether the kangaroos are on the property all day, part of the day or just passing through, and no means of control other than the limited suggestions for gates in fences were examined before the permit to cull was issued.  I refer to Wildlife Act 1975 and remind DSE that Eastern Grey Kangaroos are a protected species", stated Mrs Anstis.
“The research is very clear, that kangaroos do not compete with sheep and cattle for food, yet state and federal governments continue to allow the slaughter of millions of kangaroos every year across Australia based on this myth. In fact research is showing that kangaroos are beneficial to the environment and can enhance farm production if allowed to graze with stock”, said Nikki Sutterby, Australian Society for Kangaroos.

The RSPCA has also expressed concern for the slaughter of kangaroos by private landholders and reported the following in its “Survey of the Extent of Compliance with the Requirements of the Code of Practice for the Humane Shooting of Kangaroos”. (Prepared for Environment Australia by RSPCA Australia July 2002).

“The cruelty associated with non-commercial kangaroo killing is neglected by the authorities and control over the number of kangaroos killed and the methods used is ineffective”.

“The consensus of opinion given by those associated with kangaroo management is that there is a far higher degree of inhumane killing of kangaroos in non-commercial killing”

“There is no requirement for the license/permit holder to undertake any training in humane shooting or in firearms competency. In no state is there any system in place for monitoring the extent of cruelty associated with non-commercial shooting of kangaroos and it seems unlikely that any could be organised under the present method of damage mitigation”. 

(RSPCA Report 2002, http:/www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/trade-use/publications/kangaroo-report/welfare.html#513)

PLEASE SEE ATTACHED DOCUMENT FOR KANGAROOS KILLED BY PERMIT IN VICTORIA IN LAST DECADE

PLEASE CONTACT VALERIE HICKEY FOR PHOTOS THAT EXPOSES THE HEALTHY PASTURE COVER ON HER NEIGHBOUR'S PROPERTY, WHERE KANGAROOS WERE AUTHORISED TO BE KILLED TO PROTECT PASTURE.

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:
VALERIE HICKEY: 03 51548581/0427548581/41079007

CAROLA AND RON ANSTIS CARLISLE RIVER WILDLIFE SANCTUARY PH: 52350202

NIKKI SUTTERBY CO-ORDINATOR AUSTRALIAN SOCIETY FOR KANGAROOS PO BOX 524 CASTLEMAINE VIC 3450 PH:  0417354408 
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Signifies drought years *2002 figures include 15 000 kangaroos shot at Puckapunyal
NB_Kangaroos culled on land managed by Parks Victoria are not included in these figures
Data
Year Number Year Number Year Number Year Number
1974 5301 1983 16540 1992 27178 2001 31739
1975 8797 1984 8024 1993 17374 *2002 89834
1976 8692 1985 9937 1994 Not Available 2003 84976
1977 8691 1986 8802 1995 21400 2004 49622
1978 10121 1987 9471 1996 24110 2005 44308
1979 14451 1988 9979 1997 36484 2006 52199
1980 26535 1989 9579 1998 37751
1981 24678 1990 18726 1999 31264
1982 31848 1991 19259 2000 30574

**Trend line drawn frechand
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